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HISTORY OF THE TAIPEI TEMPLE
John Hilton III

MANY PRISONERS SUFFERED at the Taihoku Prison in Taipei, Taiwan,
during World War II. Yet, less than two decades later, The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints purchased a portion of this land and
transformed it from a desolate site into a warm and inviting chapel
where Latter-day Saints sought to bring their friends. Elder Gordon B.
Hinckley dedicated it on October 16, 1966. Fewer than five thousand
members resided in Taiwan at the time. 1 In 1984, Hinckley returned
to the same plot ofland to dedicate a temple adjacent to the chapel.
During one of his addresses, he noted, "This house, built on what was
once prison property, will open the prison doors of the veil of death. "2
In 2016, temples dot the globe. Bu tat the end ofl979, there were
only seventeen operating LDS temples, and of those, only five were
outside of the United States. Between 1980 and 1984, an additional
fifteen temples were dedicated (including the Taipei Temple), nearly
doubling the number of operating temples. While every temple is
important, in some ways the Taipei Temple was particularly significant,
especially for the people of Taiwan. For example, one of the fifteen
temples dedicated between 1980 and 1984 was the Jordan River, Utah,
Temple. This temple made worship more convenient for Utah members, but they had other options available to them. In contrast, most
Latter-day Saints in Taiwan had never been to any temple. The Taipei

JOHN HILTON III is an assistant professor of ancient scripture at Brigham
Young University. He received his MEd from Harvard University and his
PhD from Brigham Young University.
1For additional details on the construction of this chapel, see John
Hilton III, "' One of the Great Moments of the History of the Church':
The Construction of the First Chapel in the Chinese Realm," journal of
Mormon History 42, no. 3: 211-34.
2
Gerry Avant, "First Temple in Chinese Realm," Church News, November
25, 1984, 3.
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The Taipei, Taiwan, TemplR. Image courtesy of Yang Tsung Ting.

Temple was the first dedicated in the Chinese realm and the first to
use Chinese as its principal language. At the time of the dedication,
there were fewer eligible members in the Taipei temple district than
in any other. 3 But it enhanced opportunities for members to attend
the temple and strengthened their conversion. This article recounts
the events related to the construction of the Taipei Temple in Taiwan
and its impact on the people in that country.
3

Ibid.
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TEMPLE WORSHIP IN TAIWAN PRIOR TO

1984

Before the dedication of the Taipei Temple, Latter-day Saints in
Taiwan were like many other Church members who did not have
access to a temple in their own country. Temple worship came at a
significant financial price. Until 1980, the nearest temple was in Laie,
Hawaii, a distance of 5,300 miles. The distance was long, and the
cost to get there was high. Promotional materials for a music album
"Voice of the Saints" described the members' efforts to "turn now
to the Temple of their Lord, far away in another land of palm trees
and tropic sunsets, Hawaii. "4 Some members attended a university
in a country close to a temple, while others spent all their money to
travel to Salt Lake City to be married in a temple. However, for most
members, the costs were prohibitively high. A person with a college
degree earned approximately sixty U.S. dollars per month, leaving a
trip to a temple outside the reach of most individuals. 5 Compounding the financial struggles were the difficulties of obtaining a visa to
exit Taiwan.
In 1980, the Tokyo Temple in Japan was dedicated and brought
a temple much closer to the Taiwanese Saints. It still required a
significant sacrifice to attend; however, at least it was on the same
continent. Within four months of the dedication, thirty-four dedicated
Latter-day Saints from Taiwan, including children, came to Tokyo to
receive their endowments and sealings. Yen Kao Yang, 6 an LDS travel
agent, organized this initial trip. 7 Yang Tsung Ting and his wife, Kuei
Shu Feng, recalled the efforts necessary to travel with their two small
children to Tokyo. At the time, Kuei , a convert at age thirteen, had
4
"The Voice of the Sain ts." Promotional materials advertising a music
album, courtesy of Tyler Thorsted, copy in possession of the author. A copy
is also in the LDS Church History Library, The Church ofJesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City (hereafter Church History Library).
5
Liang Shih An, Oral History, interviewed by John Hilton III, May 13,
2016, Taipei, Taiwan, in author's possession. For brevity, future citations
to oral histories by John Hilton III that are in the author's possession will
be cited simply by name, date, and place.
6
Please note that various forms of Romanization have been used in
Taiwan. In this article, I follow the spellings of individuals either as cited
in historical records or, in the case of recent interviews, the spelling preferred by those being interviewed.
7Yang Tsung Ting, E-mail to author, May 10, 2016, in author's possession.
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wanted to attend the temple and feared visiting the Tokyo Temple
might be the only opportunity, so this was a much-anticipated event.
She hoped to focus intently on the ceremony so that she could
remember as much of it as possible. However, the trip to Tokyo was
difficult, and they arrived at their hotel at two o'clock in the morning. Caring for their two small children added to the challenge. She
prayed for strength and felt the Spirit enabled her to deeply engage
with the ceremony; she felt it was a great miracle. 8
Fifteen-year-old Wang Hui Ching was sealed to her parents, Wang
Wei and Tan Hsiao Feng. She said, "I knew that I could be with my
family forever-there was no other place that could give me that
promise-and I was very happy. "9 However, notwithstanding these
exceptional experiences, prior to the dedication of the Taipei Temple,
the majority of Taiwanese Mormons had not been to the temple, and
the few who had rarely were able to return.
THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND GROUNDBREAKING

After Church President Spencer W. Kimball dedicated the Tokyo
Temple, he came to Taiwan. In addition to meeting with Church
members, he also met with Chiang Ching-kuo, then president of
Taiwan. According to Wang Lu Pao, the seminary and institute coordinator who was present on this occasion, Chiang asked Kimball why
he had come to Asia, and Kimball said that he had been dedicating
a temple in Tokyo. Chiang asked, "When can we get one in Taiwan?"
Kimball replied, "When we have enough people in Taiwan to serve
in the temple, then we will build a temple here." 10
The time came soon. The Taipei Temple was announced in
General Conference on March 31, 1982. Since the conference was
not broadcast in Taiwan, members read the published proceedings.
However, some Church members heard the announcement live.
When they phoned their friends in Taiwan, it was already April I
(because of the time difference), and some thought it was an April
Fools' prank. 11 In fact, an April I letter from the Kaohsiung Mission
president to missionaries specifically ended with, "P.S.: This is not
an April fool's joke!" 12 Chang Hsiu Chin was overjoyed at hearing
8Yang Tsung Ting and Kuei Shu Feng, Oral History, May 14, 2016,
Taipei, Taiwan.
9Wang Hui Ching, Oral History, May 14, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan.
10
Wang Lu Pao, Oral History, May 13, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan.
11
Tan Hsiao Feng, Oral History, May 14, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan.
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the announcement. She had previously been to the Tokyo Temple
and was so happy that she could now frequently attend the temple
in Taiwan. 13
Gordon B. Hinckley of the First Presidency presided over the
groundbreaking ceremony five months later on August 26, 1982. 14
Those present were extremely excited. 15 Chen Hsiu Chih assisted
and recalled that individuals used six shovels. One shovel was left
behind on the site, and she took it home as a memento that she still
has today. 16
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TAIPEI TEMPLE

In contrast to the building of the first Taipei chapel, when members
and construction missionaries did the majority of the work, Taiwanese professionals constructed the temple. The Church architectural
staff worked with Phillip Fei and Associates of Taipei. Harold Smith
was the construction adviser, and I. Cheng Construction and Development Corporation supervised the building. 17 Notably in 2015, I.
Cheng Construction and Development Corporation continued to list
the temple on its online company profile as was one of its greatest
accomplishments. 18
12 Kaohsiung

Mission President George A. BakerJr., Letter to "All Elders
and Sisters." Letter courtesy ofWeng Chen Hua; copy in possession of the
author.
13 Chang Hsiu Chin, Oral History, May 13, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan.
14 "Taipei Taiwan," in Deseret News Church News Almanac: 2011, ed. Deseret
News (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2011), 270.
15
Ko Kuan Ping, Oral History, May 13, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan, in author's
possession. Weng Chen Hua was similarly excited; he traveled six hours
from Kaohsiung to attend the groundbreaking (Weng Chen Hua, Oral
History, May 15, 2016, Kaohsiung, Taiwan).
16
Chen Hsiu Chih, Oral History, May 14, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan.
17
"Taipei Taiwan," 270.
18
The I. Cheng Construction and Development Corporation company
profile states, in part:
Today, the firm has established itself as an experienced construction specialist in a wide range of projects. The following noteworthy
achievements reflect our continual improvement and our persisting
commitment to deliver projects on time, within budget, and with the
highest quality.... Construction of the Taipei Mormon Temple, The
Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (1984) came not only with
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In the 198Os, Church members paid 2 percent of the construction costs. Rather than hosting fundraisers and other activities as
the Taiwan Saints had done for the first chapel, members in Taiwan
and Hong Kong made donations. Ko Kuan Ping recalled, "For many
members,justmaking ends meet required all of their available funds.
Paying additional money for the temple was a sacrifice, but members
felt it was worth it." 19 Adding to the sacrifice was that members had
also raised funds for the Tokyo Temple. 20 Liang Shih An recalled,
"At the time, I was in the stake presidency. In my diary I wrote down,
we have to save money to build the temple. In total everybody had
to raise $2OO,OOO."2 1
Construction began in 1983 and faced significant challenges.
When Presiding Bishop Victor L. Brown visited the construction site,
he reported, "The Church is building 3 chapels every 2 days but ...
there are more problems in building one temple than in building 400
chapels. "22 While certainly not meant to be a precise statistic, there

specification in accordance with the highest U.S. standard but also with
a twenty-year warranty. It was not a project for the mediocre con tractor
as only five of the most reputable and competent contractors passed
the stringent pre-qualification process. Prior to open bidding, each was
invited by the owner representative to visit the newly completed temple
in Japan in order to comprehend the required level of workmanship.
The team of Mormon Temple Special Projects Division dispatched
from Utah, USA, to directly supervise the ... work was impressed with
our efficiency and seamless cooperation upon successful completion
of the project."
Retrieved from C. Y Wang, "I. Cheng Construction & Development Corporation Company Profile." from http:/ / www.construction.com.tw/ EN/
about.asp (accessed June 15, 2015).
19 Ko Kuan Ping, Oral History.
20Wang Wei was a bishop during the time period of raising funds for
the Tokyo Temple. He recalled that each ward had a specific allotment
that it was supposed to pay. He interviewed members to raise the necessary funds. Some members could not pay, and although he felt that he
could not afford it either, he made up the lacking amount and felt he was
deeply blessed as a result (Wang Wei, Oral History, May 14, 2016, Taipei,
Taiwan).
21 Liang Shih An, Oral History.
22 Paul Hyer, "Uncommon Religious Experiences in China," 10. Personal record, copy in possession of the author.
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certainly were difficulties building the Taipei Temple. Some of these
setbacks were minor, such as submitting the building permit. The
Church's legal counsel delivered the paperwork to the city, which
inadvertently offended some of the city officials: "Do they think we
are criminals over here to send lawyers to us with that paper?" 23
That small misunderstanding was only the first problem. Shortly
after construction crews began digging the foundation, the Taipei
police stopped them. Occupants of universities and government buildings surrounding the site were bothered by the noise, so work crews
were only allowed to operate the heavy excavation equipment between
eleven at night and five in the morning. Then nearby neighbors did
not appreciate this nocturnal noise. Specifically, the Vatican embassy
was adjacent to the temple site and filed a complaint with the police.
Taiwan, Taipei, Mission President Paul Hyer reported, "Catholic
Nuncio, Monsignor Giglio, complained to the police that the noise
of the construction was disturbing their sleep. "24 Hyer agreed it was
disruptive to have heavy machinery operating all through the night.
He explained:
I invited Monsignor Giglio over and took him up on the top of our
administration building where he could get a good view of our project. I explained what we were doing and the limitations placed on
us-I said that with a little patience we would complete the excavation and cease to be a bother. This satisfied him and the excavation
resumed. He [became] one of our most ardent fans watching the
construction. He would even come out on his second story balcony
in the rainy season with an umbrella to watch with fascination the
progress of the building. 25
The mission record notes the continued progress on the temple.
For example:
• July 1983: "Work on the temple continues at a steady pace with the
pouring of cement for the floor; the bomb shelter has already been
completed. "
• November 1983: "The roof of the temple looked like it was finished
up today. It is coming along very well. At this point, the work should
start to speed up."

23

Ibid., 11.
Ibid., 11-12.
25 Ibid., 12.
24
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• April 1984: "The Angel Moroni was placed on top of the temple spire
today. It was exciting to witness the [finished] product finally being
completed. "
• July 1984: "Today the scaffolding along the temple was taken down.
The temple looks more beautiful than ever before , and just seems
to be a shining gem in the middle of a congested city. The fencing
is over halfway completed, and the ground work has been started
on the landscaping. "26

Members from Taipei frequently visited the construction site.
Yang Tsung Ting and Kuei Shu Feng lived close by and were so happy
to observe its construction. 27 Ko Kuan Ping was fortunate enough to
know which day the angel Moroni would be hoisted onto the temple;
he has a picture to prove that he was there for that special event. He
recalled, "In those days we were all so excited. If we had free time
we would go and look at the temple to see how the construction was
coming." 28
There were several small but significant details that required
attention during construction. Some were quality issues that are a
part of many temple projects. For example, missionaries recorded:
"The church had [construction workers] tear out and redo one
tile job three times before it was good enough to be in the House
of the Lord. The church absolutely will not compromise standards
on the most holy buildings on the earth." 29 A more intricate issue
concerned the inscription. In English, the phrase "Holiness to the
Lord, the House of the Lord" appears on temples. Because no previous LDS temples had utilized Chinese as the principal language,
someone needed to determine what the inscription would be on the
Taipei Temple. Hyer recounted, "One day Harold Smith happened
to show me the Chinese characters being prepared to be cast, large
brass, gold plated ... characters: 'Ye-ho-hua de dian' (the House of
Jehovah), a temple caption taken from the Old Testament ... I felt
immediately that the wording was not correct." Hyer consulted with
Hu Wei I and Hsieh Fan, local Chinese members with considerable
Church experience. He continued, "Both brethren confirmed my
26
Taiwan Taipei Mission Historical Records, July 28, 1984, Church
History Library.
2
7Yang Tsung Ting and Kuei Shu Feng, Oral History.
28
Ko Kuan Ping, Oral History.
29
Taiwan Taichung Mission Historical Records, March 28, 1984, Church
History Library.
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feeling that the wording should be Ju de dian' (House of the Lord),
Ju' being the term for 'Lord' used in reference to Jesus Christin the
Bible." 30
Another difficulty arose when the electronic equipment used for
the endowment film did not pass Taiwan customs. Sony produced
some of the components, and at the time, Taiwan did not allow Sony
products to be imported. Hyer explained to the government officials
that these were custom-made products to be used for educational
purposes. He had to show them the schematics of the assembly before
they relented and let the equipment through customs.
In addition to the physical construction, members had spiritual
preparations. Wang Lu Pao noted, "At that time very few members of
our stake had been to the temple and they did not fully understand
the significance of having a temple in Taiwan." Wang, the Church
Educational System coordinator, received the assignment to travel
throughout the island and teach temple preparation classes to members. Wang was one of the relatively few members who had previously
received his endowment and was in a good position to help prepare
members for this sacred experience. 3 1
TEMPLE OPEN HOUSE AND DEDICATION

On October 30, 1984, the Church held a twelve-day open house
of the new Taipei Taiwan Temple. 32 During this time, an average
of nearly two thousand visitors, mostly not LDS, toured the temple
each day. The total visitation was approximately 20,500. 33 A group of
returned missionaries, led by Hwang Chaowu, "prepared a very fine
and professional looking display for those guests who attend[ed]
the open house." 34 Wang Hui Ching, a high school student, recalled
that the open house was a wonderful time for missionary work. She
brought her whole school class to the open house, and the following
day in school, her classmates asked her lots of questions about the
30 Hyer,

"Uncommon Religious Experiences in China," 14.
Lu Pao, Oral History.
32"LDS, Others Take Pride in Taiwan Temple at Open House," Church
News, November 11, 1984, 12.
33 Taiwan Taipei Mission Historical Records, November 10, 1984,
Church History Library. See also "LDS, Others Take Pride in Taiwan
Temple at Open House."
34Taiwan Taipei Mission Historical Records, October 31, 1984, Church
History Library.
31Wang
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Church. As she answered their questions, including testifying that
Joseph Smith was a prophet, she felt the Holy Ghost testify to her of
the truthfulness of what she was saying. This solidified her decision
to go on a mission. The temple open house was a significant part of
her conversion. 35
There were problems when "Ex-Mormons for Jesus," a group of
people dressed in temple clothes, began marching in front of the
temple distributing anti-Mormon literature (published in English)
during the open house. In the midst of the conflict, Hyer contemplated what he should do. He realized that while "free speech" would
make such protest legal in the United States, this was not necessarily
the case in Taiwan. Hyer knew that with his connections he could
have the protesters arrested. But after he consulted with authorities
in Salt Lake City, as well as legal counsel in Taiwan, he stated, "One
conclusion noted by the Chinese attorney was that the demonstration
by the anti's clothed in temple robes was lost on the Chinese-they
did not have a clue what it was all about. If anything, it would bring
us more visibility, and besides, the Chinese admired our tolerance
and forbearance." 36 Taiwan Church member Wang Lu Pao asked
the demonstrators why they were protesting. They were from Hawaii
and had been given free plane tickets to Taiwan and were paid one
hundred dollars a day to protest. 37 Other local members recalled that
while some of the younger people were angry with the protesters,
more senior members helped them cool down. In general, as the
protesters spoke no Chinese, they had very little influence. 38
Members sacrificed time and money to attend the open house
and dedication, often in spite of personal difficulties:
Yang Tsung Ting ... supervised ushers during the open house and
the dedication. His father had died Oct. 11 while the open house
was in progress. The funeral was held weeks later, in accordance
with Chinese tradition, in this case on Nov. 16, the day before the
dedication.
Brother [Yang Tsung Ting] attended the funeral, but wasn't able
to be with his family during the following days, which, according to
Chinese tradition, is important. "I had to make a choice. I decided
to come to the temple and serve as I had been asked to do."
35Wang

Hui Ching, Oral History.
Hyer, "Uncommon Religious Experiences in China," 17
37Wang Lu Pao, Oral History.
38 Ko Kuan Ping, Oral History.
36
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He said that the opening of the temple lessened the sorrow of his
father's death. 'Just think, one year from now (at the time of the
dedication) I will be able to do his work in this temple. I know he
will accept the gospel message now being taught [to] him on the
other side of the veil. 39

After the open house, Church members participated in the
final preparations to have the temple ready for the dedication. Lee
Jian Hsiung had just finished his compulsory service in the military
and learned that the temple was going to be dedicated in one week.
Rather than return home, he spent that week to prepare for the
temple's dedication. He had no temple experience, but he had but
read about them in Church books. For him, the opportunity to serve
in the temple was a particularly special experience. 40
On November 17 and 18, 1984, Gordon B. Hinckley, a counselor
in the First Presidency, presided over the dedication of the Taipei
Taiwan Temple. 41 Five dedicatory sessions allowed 2,575 members to
participate. Hinckley conducted three sessions and Apostle Howard
W. Hunter conducted two. Four sessions were held in Mandarin
and one in Cantonese for the 150 members from Hong Kong who
attended. 42 In his remarks, Hinckley spoke directly to children, "This
is your temple, too. It isn't just for your parents. You can come here
and be baptized for the dead. "43 He added that rather than use the
phrase "baptized for the dead," he preferred "baptized for the living
who have died" because "they are very much alive. They have ambitions, desires, and capacity to think and choose and act in certain
spheres, but they are limited in what they can do." 44
In the dedicatory prayer, President Hinckley said:
We pray for the government of this nation which has been hospitable to thy servants and thy work. May peace and prosperity reign
in the land. May thy work spread from here to the vast numbers of
thy Chinese sons and daughters wherever they may be found. Touch
39"House of the Lord in Far-Away Places Cause Great Rejoicing," Church
News, November 25, 1984.
40 Leejian Hsiung, Oral History, May 15, 2016, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
41 "Taiwan," in 2013 Church Almanac: The Church ofJesus Christ of Latterday Saints, ed. DeseretNews (Salt Lake City: DeseretBook, 2013), 573-74.
42
R. Lanier Britsch, From the East: The History ofLatter-day Saints in Asia,
1851-1996 (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1998), 291-94.
43
Avant, "First Temple in Chinese Realm," 14.
44 Ibid.
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the hearts of those who govern that they may open the doors of their
nations to thy messengers of eternal truth. May thy work grow in
beauty and strength in the great Chinese realm.
Now, as thy servants, acting in the authority of the Holy Priesthood which comes from thee, and in the name of thy beloved Son
Jesus Christ, we dedicate to thee and to Him this the Taipei Taiwan
Temple of the Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. We dedicate it as thy holy house and pray that thou and thy son may accept
it and visit it. Sanctify it always with the presence of thy Holy Spirit.
May thy watchful care be over it that it may be preserved from the
storms that sweep this land and from the desecrating hands of any
with evil intent. May it be sacred to all who enter its portals and may
they rejoice in the eternal ordinances to be performed herein. 45
Although the weather was pleasant on November 17, a typhoon
was heading toward Taiwan the next day, and members stood in the
rain while waiting to enter the temple." 46 But on both days, members
reported feeling an enormous outpouring of the Spirit at the dedication. Weng Chen Hua traveled six hours to attend the dedication. The
mostexcitingpartforhim was the HosannaShout. 47 Chang Hsiu Chin
also traveled and stayed with fellow Church members. She attended
every session of the dedication and was filled with joy. 48 Ho Yu Chen
recalled, "When we started to sing the hymn 'The Spirit of God,'
there were no dry eyes in the room. Everyone was so touched and
felt the Spirit strongly. When we did the shout we were so excited. It
was really quite an experience." 49 Missionaries also felt this power of
this special day. They stated, "The Spirit was so strong and powerful
that those present at any one of the ... sessions would gain a testimony of Temple work. It was an overwhelming experience and the
Chinese brothers and sisters were greatly touched. The dedicatory
prayer was accepted by God as we could all feel His approval." 50 Hu
Shao-Lu and his wife, Chou Yeng-Ying, provided 9,100 of the slightly
more than 10,000 names cleared to begin work in the new temple

45

"Glorious Light Now Shining," Church News, November 25, 1984, 4.
"First Temple in Chinese Realm," 3, 14.
47Weng Chen Hua, Oral History.
48 Chang Hsiu Chin, Oral History.
49 Ho Yu Chen, Oral History, May 14, 2016, Taipei, Taiwan.
50Taiwan Taichung Mission Historical Records, November 27-28, 1984,
Church History Library.
46Avant,
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from 37 generations in Chou's family line. Chou said through an
interpreter, "I am overjoyed. Truly overjoyed. "51
Church members throughout Taiwan felt a great sense of belonging with the temple. Many traveled great distances to attend and
work in the temple. 52 Ho recounted, "People felt proud that we
had such a beautiful building. "53 Over the coming weeks, months,
and years, thousands more Taiwanese have had the opportunity to
attend the temple. The Taipei Temple had a profound influence
on these members and brought to their hearts a greater emphasis
on the importance of families. It also emphasized spirituality and
doing family history work. 54 While the most important construction
project that was completed was the temple itself, another building
was erected, across from the temple, at about this same time-this
building would also come to have great significance to the people
of Taiwan.
TEMPLE HOUSING AND THE
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

The building of the new temple necessitated the demolition and
relocation of the mission home and office. There also needed to
be housing for the temple president and patrons. In addition, the
Church needed additional space for administrative offices for a growing membership. Hyer considered including relocating the mission
headquarters to the suburbs ofTaipei. However, he felt a strong desire
to remain close to the temple and the stake center:
I was beginning to despair of finding a suitable place when one day I
leaned back from my desk and looked sideways to my left out the back
window of the office. There on "Alley"# 183 coming off of Chin-hua
street I noticed a seven story building going up. The location was
ideal and I wondered what it was planned for and who owned it. ...
We learned that the building that had attracted my attention was
being constructed by a family company as a combination of offices
and family residence. The quality of the work on the structure was
superior-it was not being built for speculation sale or investment.
They were willing to lease us four floors of the building, furthermore,
they were willing to consider giving us an option to buy the entire
51Avant,

"First Temple in Chinese Realm," 14.
Ho Yu Chen, Oral History.
53
Ibid.
54 Ko Kuan Ping, Oral History.
52
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building. We informed the Brethren in Salt Lake of what to us was
an inspired situation, a heaven sent opportunity. 55
Not only was this a fortuitous opportunity to relocate mission
headquarters in extremely close proximity to the temple and stake
center, this building allowed the Church to consolidate other operations , including distribution and translation that were in other areas of
the city. However, the owners were hard bargainers. They recognized
that the new tern ple increased the value of their property and that the
Church would wish to have it. Their asking price was "near the cost
of the temple." Hyer further recounted, "We had a series of dinner
meetings with them to negotiate the matter but were not making
much progress in lowering the price." 56 To complicate matters, the
decision makers in Salt Lake City had never seen the property and
were not in a good position to judge its true value. They compared
the high price of the building with the estimates of extremely conservative Taiwan bank appraisals and found that the difference between
the two was too wide. After several months of delay, the owners of the
property became impatient and informed Hyer that a final decision
needed to be made.
Hyer called his contact in Salt Lake City and again explained
why the building would be such a good choice for the Church. He
continued that if the Church did not act quickly, they would lose the
opportunity. Hyer reflected:
President Hinckleywas conducting the meeting of the appropriations
committee that would make the final decision, the crucial hurtle.
President Hinckley asked how many of the committee favored "the
purchase of that administration building in Taipei?"-Not many
hands went up. Reframing the question, he asked how many present were opposed to the purchase of the building in Taipei. Again,
not many hands went up.
At this point "Mr. Asia" miraculously saved the day. Gordon B.
Hinckley for years has been the widest traveled and the best informed
of the Brethren on Asia. He said, if there is not so much opposition
to the purchase, then why don't we buy it? The committee then fell
into line and we gained an important and wonderful administrative
building.
Belatedly, several Church leaders came to Taiwan, mainly in connection with the construction of the temple, and as they surveyed the
55 Hyer,
56

"Uncommon Religious Experiences in China," 23.
Ibid., 25.
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situation, including the new building we had purchased, they were
very pleased. They noted that we would never have to apologize for
the purchase. It would have save [ d] us much concern if they would
have come earlier to see what we were proposing. 57
This building became a cornerstone of the Church in Taiwan
and allowed for what some refer to as the "Taiwan Temple Square,"
housing the temple, a stake center, and administrative offices, with
the mission home and offices, along with other administrative offices,
just across the street. Hyer termed this one of the "more important
accomplishments" of his mission. 58
CONCLUSION

With the temple completed, the sacred work of the ordinances could
begin. This would present its own set of challenges, as the nearly all
the members in Taiwan had never been to the temple or had only
been once. John and Coral Clifford, the first temple president and
matron, labored diligently to provide instruction for those who came
to the temple. 59 The temple workers faced a significant learning
curve in the first few months. Nevertheless, Tan Hsiao Feng recalled a
special feeling associated with being one of the first temple workers.
Although she had only been to the temple one time, she felt deep
and profound spirit in her temple service. This experience would be
valuable to her when she and her husband, Wang Wei, were called as
the first Chinese matron and temple president of the Taipei Temple;
they began serving in 1993. 60
Wang Lu Pao recalled that with the completion of the temple,
"The attitude of the people began to change greatly. Before, many
Church members had been curious about the Church because of the
Americans, but now they began to take the religion more seriously. "61
While few members at first understood the meaning of the temple,
having never had the opportunity to attend, today several hundred
members serve as temple workers. 62

57 Ibid.,

26.
22.
59"Temple Leaders Called for Guatemala, Taiwan." Church News, August
19, 1984.
60 Tan Hsiao Feng, Oral History.
61 Wang Lu Pao, Oral History.
62 Liang Shih An, Oral History.
58Ibid.,
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The temple exterior includes a beautiful white tile on the exterior
walls and a blue-tiled roof for the temple. 63 It comprises a baptistery,
four ordinance rooms, a celestial room, and three sealing rooms. The
total floor area is 9,945 square feet and its dimensions are 178 feet by
72 feet with six spires; the statue of Angel Moroni rises to a height of
126 feet. 64 Although it was "nominated as the outstanding building
of the year" in Taipei, Hinckley explained, "This is a beautiful building, but it was not designed to stand as a monument-it's to further
the work of the Lord, to assist our Father in Heaven to accomplish
his eternal purposes." 65 When the temple was finished, there "were
13,000 members in three stakes and two missions in Taiwan and
10,000 members in four stakes and one mission in Hong Kong."
At the dedication, Hinckley pointed out that of these twenty-three
thousand members, there were only five hundred temple-recommend
holders. He continued, "There is no place where a temple has been
built where so few are eligible to use it." 66 While the initial laborers
were few, Church membership has swelled significantly over the past
three decades. At the end of 2015, there were nearly sixty-thousand
members of the Church in Taiwan; many now are eagerly anticipating and preparing for a second temple in Taiwan. 67

63 "LDS,

Others Stake Pride in Taiwan Temple at Open House," 12.
Taiwan," 270.
65Avant, "First Temple in Chinese Realm," 14, see also Hyer, "Uncommon Religious Experiences in China," 15.
66F eng Xi, "A History ofMormon-Chinese Relations: 1849-1993," (PhD
dissertation, Brigham Young University, 1994), 157, Avant, "First Temple
in Chinese Realm," 3.
6
7Yang Shih Ning was responsible to identify land for a new stake center
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan (approximately 350 kilometers south of Taiwan).
He identified a fine piece of property, but the land was larger than would
normally be allotted for a stake center. Tentative approval was given however, and Bishop H. David Burton came to Taiwan to give final approval.
While looking at this piece of real estate, Burton noticed another, smaller
plot ofland for sale across the street. Burton asked which direction faced
east, and upon learning the answer, suggested that the Church purchase
both pieces of property and put the stake center on the smaller one. The
larger, beautiful piece of land remains vacant as of the present writing;
however, many members hope a temple will be built there in the future
(Yang Shih Ning, Oral History, May 15, 2016, Kaohsiung, Taiwan).
64 "Taipei
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